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Special Report
March 2018 National Survey on Public Perceptions on the Death Penalty:
33% or less demand the death penalty for 6 of 7 crimes related to illegal drugs
For six out of seven specific serious crimes related to illegal drugs, 33% or less demand
the death penalty. The only exception is the crime of rape under the influence of drugs, for which
a minority 47% think the death penalty should apply. For the said six crimes, from 51% to 55%
instead prefer life imprisonment, and 15% to 24% prefer imprisonment for 20 years or 40 years.
This is the main finding of the March 2018 National Survey on Public Perception on the
Death Penalty, conducted by Social Weather Stations (SWS) for the Commission on Human
Rights of the Philippines (CHRP).
This is the first survey in the Philippines to explore thought processes and disentangle
layers of perceptions about the death penalty. It did face-to-face interviews of 2,000 respondents
aged 15 and above nationwide during the period March 22 to 27, 2018.
The highlights of the survey are:
1. Preferred Punishment for Serious Drug-related Crimes
Respondents were asked what ought to be the punishment to be imposed on people who
were found to have committed each of the following crimes: 1) importation of illegal drugs,
2) maintenance of drug dens, 3) manufacture of illegal drugs, 4) murder under the influence of
drugs, 5) rape under the influence of drugs, 6) sale of illegal drugs, and 7) working in drug dens.
They were given four punitive options: imprisonment for 20 years, or 40 years, or life, or the death
penalty. [Chart 1]
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For all these crimes, the survey found only minority support for the death penalty. The
strongest demand for the death penalty is at 47%, for rape under the influence of drugs. For the
other six crimes, the demand for the death penalty is from 22% to 33%.
On the other hand, the demand for imprisonment, instead of death, is over 70% for those
found guilty of working in drug dens (78%), sale of illegal drugs (76%), and maintenance of drug
dens (73%). It is followed by murder under the influence of drugs (69%), importation of illegal
drugs (68%), and manufacture of illegal drugs (66%). Demand for imprisonment as a punishment
for those guilty of rape under the influence of drugs is 53%.
2. Positions on the Death Penalty
2.1. Acceptance of the Constitutional Prohibition of the Death Penalty
Another key survey finding is that the majority of Filipinos are in favor of the status quo
as regards the Constitutional prohibition of the death penalty, with 54% agreement (30% strongly
and 24% somewhat) and 30% disagreement (9% somewhat and 21% strongly) with the provision
in the Constitution that prohibits the death penalty. The balance of 15% were undecided. This
gives a moderate net agreement of +23.1 Agreement is stronger among those previously aware of
the Constitutional prohibition of the death penalty than among those who were made aware only
by the survey. [Chart 2]
2.2. Moderate agreement that “The death penalty should be re-instated for peoples who
were proven by the courts to have really committed heinous crimes”
However, there is a moderate agreement among the Filipino publics to the statement, “The
death penalty should be re-instated for peoples who were proven by the courts to have really
committed heinous crimes,” with 59% agreement (42% strongly and 17% somewhat), and 33%
disagreement (23% strongly and 9% somewhat), for a moderate net agreement of +26. The balance
of 8% were undecided. [Chart 3]
Of the 59% who agree with that death penalty be re-instated for people proven by the courts
to have really committed heinous crimes, the top reason for agreeing is the belief that the death

SWS terminology for Net Agreement: +50 and above, “Extremely Strong”; +30 to +49, “Very Strong”; +10 to
+29, “Moderately Strong”; +9 to -9, “Neutral”; -10 to -29, “Moderately Weak”; -30 to -49, “Very Weak”; -50 and
below, “Extremely Weak”
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penalty is a crime deterrent (55%) (“Para matakot yung iba na gumawa ng krimen”, “Para wala
nang umulit na gawin ang kanilang kasalanan”). It is followed by 37% who think that the death
penalty dispenses justice (“Para maparusahan yong mga totoong nagkasala”, “Siyempre
kamatayan ang hatol sila kasi gumawa sila ng karumal-dumal na krimen”). [Chart 4]
Among the 8% who were undecided if they agree or disagree with the re-instatement of
re-instatement of the death penalty for people found guilty of heinous crimes, their top reasons are:
32% who said it depends on the gravity of the crime (“Depende sa bigat ng krimen na nagawa”,
“Kasi depende sa kanilang mga kasalanan”); and, 30% who cited the questionable justice system
(“Kasi baka may mga inosenteng na masentensyahan ng kamatayan”, “Hindi naman kasi lahat ng
nakakulong may kasalanan”). [Chart 5]
On the other hand, most of the 32% who disagree with the re-instatement of the death
penalty for people found guilty of heinous crimes cited religious reasons (42%) as their reason for
disagreeing (“Hindi makatao at labag sa batas ng Diyos”, “Diyos lang may karapatan kumuha ng
buhay”). This is followed by 21% who believe that it is possible for criminals to reform (“Baka
meron pang tsansa na magbago ang criminal”, “Ang tao may pagbabago pa sa sarili”), 14% who
specified that there are alternative penalties to death penalty (“Gusto ko lang ng habang buhay na
pagkakabilanggo”, “Mas magandang makulong na lang sila ng habang buhay”). [Chart 6]
3. Attitudes on the Death Penalty and the Justice System
3.1. Indicators of True Justice
The survey asked how important are the following to show that true justice is being served:
(a) “People who have been proven guilty of committing a crime are punished”, (b) “All people –
rich or poor – are treated equally by the courts”, and (c) “The courts swiftly decide on cases”.
[Chart 7]
About six in ten (58%) say that punishing people found guilty of committing a crime is an
essential indicator that true justice is being served, while 28% say it is very important, and 9% say
it is fairly important. Only six percent say it is not important, with 4% saying not very important
and 2% saying not at all important.
A slim majority (51%), on the other hand, say that the equal treatment of all people by the
courts is an essential indicator that true justice is being served, with 21% saying it is very important
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and 13% saying it is fairly important. Eleven percent say it is not very important and 5% say it is
not at all important.
Two-fifths (45%) say swift courts decisions on cases is an essential indicator that true
justice is being served, with 24% saying it is very important and 16% saying it is fairly important.
Ten percent call it not very important and 4% call it not at all important.
3.2. Opinion on Presumption of Innocence
Six in ten (67%) of Filipinos agree, whereas 17% disagree, with the principle that, “An
accused person is presumed innocent until proven guilty in court,” for an extremely strong net
agreement of +50. [Chart 8]
3.3. Opinions on Moral Rules Related to Retributive Justice
Four test statements on moral sayings, in agree-disagree format, were used to gauge public
attitudes on the principle of retributive justice. [Chart 9]
“Only God has the right to take life away”. Almost all (96%) Filipinos agree (91%
strongly and 5% somewhat), whereas only 1% disagree, for an extremely strong net agreement of
+95.
“Do NOT do unto others what you DO NOT want others to do to you”. Nine in ten
(91%) of Filipinos agree, whereas 6% disagree, for an extremely strong net agreement of +85.
“An eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth”. A plurality (45%) of Filipinos agree to the
principle of retaliation, whereas a large minority of 38% disagree, for a neutral net agreement of
+7.
“A life that is taken is also paid for by a life”. A majority (55%) of Filipinos disagree
with the concept of proportionate punishment for killing a person, while 31% agree with it, for a
moderately weak net agreement of -24.

SWS Special report on CHRP Death Penalty Survey (10-Oct-2018).docx

3.4. Attitudes on Miscarriage of Justice
The Survey asked for opinions about the possibility of miscarriage of justice. [Charts 1011]
Most Filipinos are concerned that an innocent person might be punished for a crime that
he did not do: 56% agree, and 30% disagree, that “It is very possible that an innocent person
would be punished for a crime that he did not do,” for a moderately strong net agreement of +26.
Most are also concerned that a person guilty of a crime might NOT be punished for the
crime: 52% agree, and 30% disagree, that, “It is very possible that a person who actually
committed a crime would be NOT be punished for a crime that he did,” for a moderately strong
net agreement of +22.
Six in ten believe that most people in prison are actually guilty of the crimes they
committed: 61% agree, and 23% disagree, that, “Most people in prison are actually guilty of
committing the crimes they are in jail for,” for a very strong net agreement of +37.
There is plurality belief that most people in prison are actually innocent of the crimes they
were accused of: 46% agree, 31% disagree, and 23% are undecided, as to whether “Most people
in prison are actually innocent of the crime they were accused to have committed,” for a
moderately strong net agreement of +15.
About six in ten believe that most people who commit crimes are caught: 59% agree, and
27% disagree, that “Most people who committed crimes are caught,” for a very strong net
agreement of +32.
Six in ten likewise believe that most people who commit crimes are punished: 63% agree,
and 21% disagree, that, “Most people who committed crimes are punished according to the law,”
for a very strong net agreement of +42.
Nearly seven in ten believe that most people in prison have been there for a long time
waiting for the court to decide on their cases: 68% agree, and 15% disagree, that “Most of the
people accused of a crime have been in prison for a long time because they are waiting in court
to decide on their cases,” for an extremely strong net agreement of +53.
Six in ten believe that most people accused of crimes are out of prison on bail while waiting
for the court to decide on their cases: 63% agree, and 20% disagree, that “Most people accused of
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a crime are out of prison on bail while waiting for the courts to decide on their cases,” for a very
strong net agreement of +44.
3.5. Attitudes on Wrongful Conviction/Execution by the Courts
3.5.1. Awareness of Supreme Court Findings That Lower Courts Mistakenly
Imposed Death Penalty to 3 Of 4 Criminals
Respondents were first informed that, “From 1993 to 2004, all cases decided by the lower
courts of death penalty were automatically reviewed by the Supreme Court. According to the
Supreme Court itself, of the total 907 cases it automatically reviewed, 651 cases did not proceed
to death penalty.” Then they were asked, “Did you previously know, or do you know only now,
that this means that the lower courts mistakenly imposed the death penalty on 3 out of 4 persons
found guilty of committing the crime?” Only 35% said they were previously aware of the Supreme
Court findings of mistaken imposition of the death penalty; 64% were not previously aware of it.
3.5.2. Possibility That the Courts Might Wrongfully Sentence People Accused of a
Crime
Three in five are concerned about wrongful sentencing of people accused of a crime: 68%
agree, and 15% disagree, that “It is very possible that the courts would wrongfully sentence people
accused of doing a crime,” for an extremely strong net agreement of +52. [Chart 12]
Three in five say that the death penalty can only imposed if the courts are certain that they
will not wrongfully execute an innocent person: 68% agree, and 15% disagree, that, “The death
penalty can only be imposed if the courts can show with certainty that they will not wrongfully
sentence an innocent person,” for an extremely strong net agreement of +53. The 68% who agree
is composed of 40% who strongly agree and 28% who somewhat agree.
Most Filipinos say that wrongful execution can no longer be corrected: 52% agree and
29% disagree that “If a court wrongfully sentences a person to death, and he was executed, the
wrongful execution by the court can no longer be corrected,” for a moderately strong net
agreement of +23.
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4. Opinion on the Death Penalty as Anti-poor
Two agree-disagree test statements were used to gauge Filipino public opinion as to
whether the death penalty is anti-poor. [Chart 13]
63% agree, and 24% disagree, that “Most people in the death row are poor people who
cannot afford a good lawyer,” for a very strong net agreement of +39.
56% agree, and 29% disagree, that “Only poor people and not the rich are usually
sentenced by the death penalty,” for a moderately strong net agreement of +27.

5. Opinion on the Death Penalty as Restorative Justice
Three agree-disagree statements were used to gauge attitudes on the proposition that the
death penalty provides some restorative justice. They found majority expressions of sympathy for
victims of crime. [Chart 14]
64% percent agree, and 20% disagree, that “Punishing a criminal with death penalty would
provide some comfort to the family of the victim who was killed,” for a very strong net agreement
of +44.
62% agree, and 21% disagree, that “The death penalty speeds up justice for the victims,”
for a very strong net agreement of +40.
57% agree, and 25% disagree, that “The death penalty redresses the harm done by a
criminal to his/her victim,” for a very strong net agreement of +32.
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6. Attitudes on Alternatives to the Death Penalty
Large majorities of Filipinos believe in life imprisonment, or suffering life in prison, as an
alternative punishment to the death penalty for people who commissioned heinous crimes,
especially if the crime did not result in death of the victim. [Chart 15]
76% agree, and 12% disagree, that “If the crime did not result in killing a person, the
person who committed the crime may be punished with prolonged prison sentence instead of death
penalty,” for an extremely strong net agreement of +64.
72% agree, and 19% disagree, that “Life imprisonment is sufficient penalty for people who
commit heinous crimes,” for an extremely strong net agreement of +53.
69% agree, and 19% disagree, that “It is more important that a person who commits
heinous crime should suffer life in prison rather than be punished by the death penalty,” for an
extremely strong net agreement of +51.
69% agree, and 15% disagree, that “The possibility that a person who committed heinous
crimes could still change his/her life and be a good citizen is a good reason not to restore the
death penalty,” for an extremely strong net agreement of +54.
Opinions are divided about replacing the death penalty by prison plus money-based
restitution: 44% disagree and 40% agree, that, “If a person who committed a heinous crime can
pay, his sentence should be reduced to imprisonment and he should be allowed to pay damages to
the victim or family of victims instead of suffering the death penalty,” for a neutral net agreement
of -4.
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7. Trust in Occupations in terms of True Respect for Human Rights of Filipinos
The public trust that certain occupations have True Respect for human rights of Filipinos
varies a great deal. [Chart 16]
Trust is highest for teachers, with 91% having much trust, and 4% little trust, that they
have true respect for human rights, for an excellent 2 net trust rating of +87. The following
occupations also have excellent net trust ratings: leaders of church or religion (+75), soldiers
(+73), and doctors/physicians (+70).
Human rights advocates have a very good net trust rating of +56.
Occupations with good net trust ratings are: barangay leaders (+44), judges (+39), the
police (+38), private lawyers (+38), and prosecutors (+34).
Businessmen have a moderate +14 net trust rating.
At the bottom are politicians, with a neutral +8 net trust rating.

Survey Background
The March 2018 National Survey on Public Perception on the Death Penalty was conducted
nationwide from March 22 to 27, 2018. It involved face-to-face interviews of 2,000 respondents
aged 15 and above nationwide: 400 respondents each in a. National Capital Region, b. North and
Central Luzon, c. South Luzon, d. Visayas and e. Mindanao, with sampling error margins of ±2.2%
at the national level, and ±5% in each study area.
The survey questions were arrived at through collaboration of SWS survey specialists with
CHRP subject matter specialists.

###

2

Net trust is computed as % Very/Somewhat much minus % somewhat/very little trust, correctly rounded.
The SWS terminology for Net Trust Ratings: +70 and above, "excellent"; +50 to +69, "very good"; +30 to +49,
"good"; +10 to +29, "moderate"; +9 to -9, "neutral"; -10 to -29, "poor"; -30 to -49, "bad"; -50 to -69, "very bad"; 70 and below, "execrable".
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